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About the Book
Linda Davis's local fabric shop is a place where women gather to share their creations: wedding quilts, baby
quilts, memorial quilts, each bound tight with dreams, hopes and yearnings.
Now, as her only child readies for college, Linda is torn between excitement for Molly and heartache for
herself. Who will she be when she is no longer needed in her role as mom?
As mother and daughter embark on a cross-country road trip to move Molly into her dorm, Linda pieces
together the scraps that make up Molly's young life—the hem of a christening gown, a snippet from a
Halloween costume. And in the stitching of each bit of fabric, Linda discovers that the memories of a shared
journey can come together in a way that will keep them both warm in the years to come….

Discussion Guide
1. Do you think parents consciously prepare themselves for the empty nest phase, or do most people move
into this part of their life rather unprepared? What do you think people look forward to the most in this phase?
What do they dread?
2. Aside from the obvious (the unoccupied room in the house!), how does a mother's life change when a
grown child leaves home?
3. Once the kids are out of the house, is it possible for a couple to replicate the relationship they had before
they'd come along, or do they have to negotiate something different?
4. Do you feel it's important to mark life's milestones with something concrete? How do you do it in your
family? What did you think of how the quilt itself ended up in this story?
5. What are the pros and cons of sending a kid to a local school versus out-of-state and far away? What
opportunities does each offer, and what opportunities are missed?
6. Linda has a very intense reaction to letting her only child go. What about her character feeds this intensity?
7. Do we project our own ambitions onto our kids? How do we avoid doing this, or, if we must, is there a
healthy way of doing it?
8. Is there any way to help your child avoid making the mistakes you made? Why or why not?

9. If you could send your child out into the world with only ONE piece of advice from you, what would that
advice be?

Author Bio
Using blunt scissors, pages from a Big Chief tablet, a borrowed stapler and a Number Two pencil, Susan
Wiggs self-published her first novel at the age of eight. A BOOK ABOUT SOME BAD KIDS was based on the
true-life adventures of Susan and her siblings, and the first printing of one copy was a complete sell-out.
Due to her brother's extreme reaction to that first prodigious effort, Susan went underground with her craft,
entertaining her friends and offending her siblings with anonymously-written stories of virtuous sisters and the
brothers who torment them. The first romance she ever read was SHANNA by the incomparable Kathleen
Woodiwiss, which she devoured while slumped behind a college vector analysis textbook. Armed with
degrees from SFA and Harvard, and toting a crate of "keeper" books by Woodiwiss, Roberta Gellis, Laurie
McBain, Rosemary Rodgers, Jennifer Blake, Bertrice Small and anything with the words "flaming" and
"ecstasy" in the title, she became a math teacher, just to prove to the world that she did have a left brain.
Late one night, she finished the book she was reading and was confronted with a reader's worst nightmare --She was wide awake, and there wasn't a thing in the house she wanted to read. Figuring this was the
universe's way of taking away her excuses, she picked up a Big Chief tablet and a Number Two pencil, and
began writing her novel with the working title, A BOOK ABOUT SOME BAD ADULTS. Actually, that was a
bad book about some adults, but Susan persevered, learning her craft the way skydiving is learned --- by
taking a blind leap and hoping the chute will open.
Her first book was published (without the use of blunt scissors and a stapler) by Zebra in 1987, and since
then she has been published by Avon, Tor, HarperCollins, Harlequin, Warner and Mira Books. Unable to
completely abandon her beloved teaching profession, Susan is a frequent workshop leader and speaker at
writers' conferences, including the literary institution Fields End and the legendary Maui Writers Conference.
Her novel THE CHARM SCHOOL was voted one of RWA's Favorite Books of the Year. She is the proud
recipient of three RITA awards for LAKESIDE COTTAGE, LORD OF THE NIGHT and THE MISTRESS, and
is often a finalist for the prestigious award. Her books appear regularly on numerous "Best Of" lists.
Susan enjoys many hobbies, including sitting in the hot tub while talking to her mother on the phone,
kickboxing, cleaning the can opener, sculpting with butter and growing her hair. She lives on an island in the
Pacific Northwest with her family.
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