Published on Bookreporter.com (http://www.bookreporter.com)
Home > Reviews > Printer-friendly PDF

Masks and Shadows by Stephanie Burgis - Historical Fantasy
Paperback: April 12, 2016
The year is 1779, and Carlo Morelli, the most renowned castrato singer in Europe, has been invited as an
honored guest to Eszterháza Palace. Already at Eszterháza is Charlotte von Steinbeck, the very proper sister of
Prince Nikolaus Esterházy's mistress. Charlotte has retreated to the countryside to mourn her husband's death.
Now, she must overcome the ingrained rules of her society in order to uncover the dangerous secrets lurking
within the palace's golden walls. Music, magic and blackmail mingle in a plot to assassinate the Habsburg
Emperor and Empress --- a plot that can only be stopped if Carlo and Charlotte can see through the masks worn
by everyone they meet.

The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper by Phaedra Patrick - Fiction
Hardcover: May 3, 2016
Sixty-nine-year-old Arthur Pepper lives a simple life. But on the one-year anniversary of his wife Miriam’s death,
something changes. Sorting through Miriam’s possessions, Arthur finds an exquisite gold charm bracelet he’s
never seen before. What follows is a surprising and unforgettable odyssey that takes Arthur from London to Paris
and as far as India in an epic quest to find out the truth about his wife’s secret life before they met --- a journey
that leads him to find hope, healing and self-discovery in the most unexpected places.

Paul McCartney: The Life by Philip Norman - Biography
Hardcover: May 3, 2016
Since the age of 21, Paul McCartney has lived one of the ultimate rock-n-roll lives played out on the most public
of stages. Now, McCartney’s story is told by rock music's foremost biographer, with his consent and access to
family members and close friends who have never spoken on the record before. PAUL McCARTNEY reveals the
complex character behind the façade and sheds new light on his childhood --- blighted by his mother's death but
redeemed by the father who introduced him to music.

The Noise of Time by Julian Barnes - Historical Fiction
Hardcover: May 10, 2016
In 1936, Russian composer Dmitri Shostakovich fears for his livelihood and his life. Joseph Stalin has taken a
sudden interest in his work and denounced his latest opera. Now, certain he will be exiled to Siberia (or, more
likely, executed on the spot), Shostakovich reflects on his predicament. Though a stroke of luck prevents him
from becoming yet another casualty of the Great Terror, for decades to come he will be held fast under the
thumb of despotism: made to represent Soviet values at a cultural conference in New York City, forced into
joining the Party, and compelled to weigh appeasing those in power against the integrity of his music.

Paper: Paging Through History by Mark Kurlansky - History
Hardcover: May 10, 2016
Paper is one of the simplest and most essential pieces of human technology. For the past two millennia, the
ability to produce it in ever more efficient ways has supported the proliferation of literacy, media, religion,
education, commerce and art; it has formed the foundation of civilizations, promoting revolutions and restoring
stability. By tracing paper’s evolution from antiquity to the present, with an emphasis on the contributions made
in Asia and the Middle East, Mark Kurlansky challenges common assumptions about technology’s influence,
affirming that paper is here to stay.

Hide Away: An Eve Duncan Novel by Iris Johansen - Thriller
Hardcover: April 26, 2016
World-famous forensic sculptor Eve Duncan has landed in a well-guarded hospital room in Carmel, California.
But hidden danger looms for Eve, her beloved Joe Quinn, and Cara Delaney, the young girl they’ve both sworn
to protect. With Cara’s enemies on the move, Eve has no choice but to flee the hospital. She turns to her
daughter, Jane MacGuire, for help in getting out of the country. For years, Jane has been avoiding pressure to
find a treasure thought to be buried in Scotland, but she’s finally succumbed to John MacDuff’s pleas to track it
down. Eve and Cara join Jane in the remote mountains, but soon realize that nowhere is far enough away from
the ruthless predators who are on their trail.

The Doll-Master and Other Tales of Terror by Joyce Carol Oates - Horror/Short Stories
Hardcover: May 3, 2016

In the title story of Joyce Carol Oates’ haunting collection of six “tales of terror,” a young boy becomes obsessed
with his cousin’s doll after she tragically passes away from leukemia. As he grows older, he begins to collect
“found dolls” from the surrounding neighborhoods and stores his treasures in the abandoned carriage house on
his family's estate. But just what kind of dolls are they? Joyce Carol Oates evokes the “fascination of the
abomination” that is at the core of the most profound, the most unsettling and the most memorable of dark
mystery fiction.

I'm Fascinated by Sacrifice Flies: Inside the Game We All Love by Tim Kurkjian - Sports
Hardcover: May 3, 2016
ESPN baseball commentator Tim Kurkjian is fascinated by sacrifice flies. In fact, he is fascinated by so many
aspects of baseball that he's written a book to show baseball fans where this fascination comes from and how
they, too, can find it. In the aftermath of the Steroid Era that stained the game, at a time when so many players
are so rich and therefore have a sense of entitlement that they haven't earned, Kurkjian shows readers how to
love the game more than ever, with incredible insight and stories that are hilarious, heartbreaking and revealing.

Rough Riders: Theodore Roosevelt, His Cowboy Regiment, and the Immortal Charge Up San Juan Hill by
Mark Lee Gardner - History
Hardcover: May 10, 2016
Two months after the sinking of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor in February 1898, Congress authorized
President McKinley to recruit a volunteer army to drive the Spaniards from Cuba. From this army emerged the
legendary “Rough Riders,” a mounted regiment drawn from America’s western territories and led by the
indomitable Theodore Roosevelt. Mark Lee Gardner synthesizes previously unknown primary accounts, as well
as period newspaper articles, letters and diaries from public and private archives in Arizona, Texas, Oklahoma,
New Mexico, Boston and Washington, DC, to produce this authoritative chronicle.

The Loney by Andrew Michael Hurley - Horror
Hardcover: May 10, 2016
When the remains of a young child are discovered during a winter storm on a stretch of the bleak Lancashire
coastline known as the Loney, a man named Smith is forced to confront the terrifying and mysterious events that
occurred 40 years earlier. At that time, his devoutly Catholic mother was determined to find healing for Hanny,
his disabled older brother. And so the family embarked on an Easter pilgrimage to an ancient shrine. When the
two brothers found their lives entangling with a glamorous couple staying at a nearby house, they became
involved in more troubling rites.
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