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About the Book
Benjamin Weaver, a Jew and an ex-boxer, is an outsider in eighteenth-century London, tracking down
debtors and felons for aristocratic clients. The son of a wealthy stock trader, he lives estranged from his
family--until he is asked to investigate his father's sudden death. Thus Weaver descends into the deceptive
world of the English stock jobbers, gliding between coffee houses and gaming houses, drawing rooms and
bordellos. The more Weaver uncovers, the darker the truth becomes, until he realizes that he is following too
closely in his father's footsteps--and they just might lead him to his own grave. An enthralling historical thriller,
A Conspiracy of Paper will leave readers wondering just how much has changed in the stock market in the
last three hundred years. . . .

Discussion Guide
1. Do you think Weaver should have constantly bailed Miriam out of trouble? What do you think about him not
getting the girl in the end? Did you want to see them together or was the books' ending more believable?
2. Did this novel make you change your sentiments about the current stock market? Did it make you want to
become more cautious in your own investments? Did you read it as a cautionary tale?
3. For many centuries orthodox Jewish communities have lived inside European societies but also outside of
them. In what ways did Lienzo's fear harm his son? In what ways did it protect him? Do you think the Jews of
the eighteenth-century London did themselves a service or disservice by closing themselves off?
4. The "gentlemen" at Sir Owen's club put Weaver in the uncomfortable position of having to speak for his
entire culture. Have you ever been in a situation where you were the only minority (religious, racial, economic,
etc.)? How did it feel to have a group looking at you as the spokesperson for your community? Can you think
of any modern parallels?
5. Instead of praising his son, Benjamin, for defending the elderly Mrs. Cantas from anti-Semites, Lienzo
strikes him? What did you think of Lienzo's behavior? What would it be like to live in constant fear of drawing
attention to your community? Can you think of any modern parallels?
6. Who do you think was more honorable in his ways of doing business: the criminal Jonathan Wild, or
Nathan Adelman? Why?
7. Near the end of the book, Adelman says to Weaver about the murder of Sir Owen, "You need only to
believe, Mr. Weaver." And Benjamin answers, "Like the new finance . . .it is true only so long as we believe it
is true." What do you think the author is trying to say about the future of the stock market by letting Weaver

believe someone he knows is unreliable?
8. Have you ever been caught up in a mania like the South Sea Bubble? What did it teach you about fads?
Would you allow it to happen again?
9. As a child, Benjamin idolized boxers for their ability to fight. Compare his physicality to his relatives'
intellectual and financial pursuits. Do you think Weaver's attraction to boxing was a response to the
precariousness of his community?
10. At the end of the book the powerful Adelman comes out on top. Yet he is a member of a disempowered
group. Do the many conspiracies in this book ultimately benefit the disenfranchised, or the powerful?
11. Discuss the title A Conspiracy of Paper. Do you think the author used the word "paper" to evoke written
histories and novels as well as money? Do you believe that history is written by those who come out on top?
How do you think "paper" will fare in our increasingly electronic age?
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Critical Praise
"TREMENDOUSLY SMART, ASSURED, AND ENTERTAINING . . . An intricate mystery, a colorful rogues'
gallery and, improbably, a history lesson on the birth of the stock market. "
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